Read the «Exploits of Elaine!”

The Chapter published in this issue of the Commercial will be shown

next Friday at the Princess Theatre,
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1 lenped out of bed, still In my pa
jamas, and stood for a moment staring

about. Then | ran into the living
room I looked about, roabbing my
eves, slartled. No one was there

“Hey—Inmeson

It wae spooky

"Where—the deuce
muanded

Suddenly 1 heard the voles ngain
no doubt about it, either

Here 1 am-—over on the eonech!™

I seratched my head, purzied. There
was certainly no one on that couch

A laugh greeted me, Plainly, though
it came from the couch. 1 went over
to it and, ridiculous as it geemed, be
gan to throw aside the plllows

There lny nothing but a lttle ab
long oaken box, pechaps elght or ten
inches square at the ends, In the face
ware two pecullar squire holes, and
from the top projected a black disk,
about the slre of a watch, fastensd on
a swinging motal arm. In the face of
the digk were several perforated holes

I pleked up the strange looking
thing in wonder, and from that magle
onk box nctually n burst of
laughter

“Come over to the laboratory, right

wako up!"”

are yon?" 1 de-

Chine

away,” pealed forth a merry volee
“I've something to show you.”
“Well," 1 gasped, “what do you

know about that®"

Very early that morning Cralg had
got up, leaving me snoring
never wearled him. He thrived on ex
citement

Iie hnd gone over to the laboratory
and #6t to work In a ¢orner over an
other of those pecenliar boxes, exnetly
Hke that which he had already left in
our rooms

Half an hour afterward 1 walked
Into the ‘.uhur.nT.-rI\. fenling a little
sheepish over the practleal joke, but

none tho less curlous to find out all
about It
What is it
gpparatus
"A

I nsked, Indicating the

vocaphone,”

| emigsary of the Clutehing Hand, whose

|

| elosed oar

Cases |

dutifully replaced the papers in the
hox and returned the hox to Ita secret
hiding place, pressing the spring and
sllding the panel shut,

A few minutes later
housa In the Dodge car

Outslde our laboratory, leaning up
against a ralling, Dan the Dude, an

ghe left the

dross now greatly belled his under
world “monniker,” had been shadow-
ing us. watehing to see when wo Inft

The moment we disappearsd, he
ralsed his hand earefully above his |
hond and made the sign of the Cluteh '
ing Hand, Far down the street, In a
the Clutehing Hand him-
welf, his face masked, gave an An-
gwerlng slgn

A moment later he left the car, goz- |
ing about stenlthily. Not & soul wah
in #lght and he managed to make his |
way to the door of oyr laboratory
without being observed

Probably he thought that the pa-
pers might ha at the lnhoratory, for
he had repeatedly falled to
thom nt the Dodge house, At any mte
he was busily enguged in ransacking
drawers and ecabinets, in the labora
tory, when the telephone suddenly
rang

An Instant he hesttated  Then, dis
gulglng his voleoe as much as he could
to {mitate mine, he took up the re
cplver

“"Hello'™ he answered |

His face was a study In all that
wng dark as he reallzed that it was
Elnine calling. I1e clenched his crook-
od hand even more viclously

"Have you read them?' he asked,
curbing his fmpatience as ghe unsus
pectingly poured forth her story, sup-

loento

[hlu‘-l-!!l_\' to me
“Then don't unseal them,' he has
tened to reply "Put them back

Then thero can be no question nbout
them.  You can open them before wit-

| nesses,” |

! hasty

he replied.  still

laughing, “the loud speaking tolaphone,
the Mttle box thnt hoars and talks
It tulk: right out in meeting.
too—no transmitter to hold to
the moulh, 1 recelver 1o hold to
LT enr Yo CTRIT this frans
mitter Is g0 sensitive that it picks up
evan & whisper, and the receiver I8
placed back of those two megaphone
like pyramids

Ho wae standing at a table, eareful
Iy packing up one of the vocaphones
and a ot of wire

‘1 believe the Clutehing Hand hn
been sharl nE the Dodgs housge he
continued thoug Ag long as
wie wiateh the bace, he will do
nothing Hut (f « should ¢ T
tentatl ! t 1o} wtching, por
haps he ma T SO ¥ vid v
may be able to get A clue to his lde
tity over this vocapl Qy

1 nodded got to run him
down sOw ™ ETi

“Yes," he (i, taking his coat and
hat "1 Am poing t nneat ug ne
of these things M Dodge’s Hibra-
ry and arrange 1 telephond
company for a clear that we
can lsten In here whoere that fellow
will never susp

At about the vme time that Cralg
and 1 sallled forth on this pew mis
glon, Elnine was arranging some flow
ers on 4 stand near the corner of the
Dodge library whers the secret panel |
was In which her father had hidden
the papers for the possi of which
the Clutehing Hand had murdered
him

She had moved away from the table,
but, as she did so, her dress caught
fn something in the woodwork., She
triad to loosen it and In doing

kO

touched the little metallle spring on |
|

whieh her dress had caught

Instantly. to her utter surpriso, the
panel moved. It slid open, discloging
4 strong box.

Elgine took it, amused, looked at It
& moment, then carried W o o Lalie
and opened it

Inslde were some papers,

Correspondence”

“They must be the Clmtehing Hand | ure out just where It could be placed

pupers'” she exclaimed to herself
hesitating o moment In doubt what to
do.

N S

sealed In | most awestruck at the latest sclentlfie | elther
an envelope and marked “Limpy Red | wonder ]

For & moment he paused, then add- |
ed: “Put them back, and tel 1o |
one of their discovery, 1 will tell Mr, |
Kennedy the moment | ean get him.” |

Cltehing Hand studied for a mo-
ment and then grabbed the telephone
ngain |

Hello, Dan,” he ealled when he got
his number. “Miss Dodge I8 going
shopping. 1 want you and the other
Falsers to follow her—delay her all
you ean.  Use your own Judgment

It wns what had come to he known

in his organfzation ag the Ikruﬂn-!--'
hood of Falsers There, In the back :
room of a low dive, were Dan the

Dude, the emissary who had been lok
tering about the laboratory, a gun-
man, Dago Mike, n couple of women,
slatterns Known Kitty tha
Hawk nnd & boy of eight or tep, whom
they called Dilly

Al right, Chief
Dan, thelr I-..d.-r_ ns he
telephone ufter
instructions
trust us’

With alaerity  the RBrotherhood
went thelr separate ways

ong ns

shouted back
hung up the

noting earefnlly the

"We'll do R

Elalne had not been gone long from
the house when Cralg and | arrived

thert

"Too bad,” greeted Jennings, “Jut
Migs Elaine hag just gone chopping
and I don't know when she'll be
back "

Aunt Josephine greeted ug cordially,
and Cralg set down the uu-whune|
package he was carrying

“I'm not going to let anything hap- |

| oned cork
omacinted, bt 1t was disslpation that
I had done

Inetantly Flalne wns full of svm
Pithy She  had taken the food
Wiy That would not suffiee

‘What's your nuanme, lttle boy? she
ngkod

By he replied, blubbering

“Where do you lHyve®"

"“With me mother and
they're sick-—nothing to ent

He was whimpering an address far
over on the Enst side.

“Oet Into the ear,” Elaine directed,

"Gee—but this 1s swell,” he eried;
with no fake, this time

(i thoy went, through the tenement
canyons, dodging cehildron and push.
curts, stopping first at a grocer's, then
At a buteher'a and a delieatessen
Finally the ear stopped where Billy
directed, Ry hobbled out, followed
by Elnine and her chanfenr, his arms
plled high with provisions. She was
indeed a lovely Lady Hountiful as a
crowd of kids quickly surrounded the
Car

In the meantime Dagn Mike and
Kitty the Hawk had gone to a wreteh:
] fint, bhefore which Rilly stopped
Kitty snt the bed, putting dark
circles under her eves with o black
SR thin and

father—

on

Wil VOry

it Pago Mike was corre
apondingly poorly dressed

He hnd paused bheside the window
to look out. "Bhe's coming,” he an-
nouneced finally

Kitty hastily jumped into the rick.
oty bed, while Mike took up a cruteh

that wns standing ly n 0 corner

| She eoughed resignodly and he Hmped

nhout, forlorn They had assumed
their parts, which wore nlmost to the
burlesque of poverty, when the door
was pushed open ond Dilly burst in,
followed by Elaine and the chauf
four

“Oh, ma~—oh, pa,” he eried, running
forward and kissing his psendo par
Elaine, overcome with sym:
pathy the chauffeur to Iny
the things on a shaky table.

Just then the

vils, as

direeted

door opened again

| All were genuinely surprised this time,

| .
| By a Sort of Instinct Kennedy

Seemed to Recognize the Sounds.
“Elaine!™ He Exclaimed, Turning
Pale.

pen here to Miss Flaine again 1 i gor o prim, spick and span, middle
can help It remarked Cralg in & 10W | spad woman entered

tone, n moment later, gazing about the |

“I am Mies Statistix, of the organ-

m'_”‘f“" | 1zed charities,” she announced, look-
_\\ hat are you thinking of doing? lmg around sharply. "1 saw your car

asked Aunt Josephine keenly | standing outside miss, and the chil
Tm golng to put in a vocaphone,” | grep helow told me you were up here

he returned, uwnwrapping it I came up to see whether you were
"What's that?” she asked { alding ‘really deserving poor.

A loud speaking telephone—cons She lald a marked emphasis on the
nected with my  laboratory,” he ox-| word, pursing up her Ups. There was
plalned, repealiug whal e had al | no mistiking the apprehension (hat
ready told me, while she listened al- | these fine hirds of prey had of her,

"Why—wh—what's the matter?
asked Flaine, fdgeting uncomfortably
“This mau 18 & gunman, that svom-
to best advantage, when he appronched | an 1s a bad woman, the boy is Milly
the sult of armor the Pread Snateher” she pnewered
“l see you have brought It back aud | preeisely, drawing out a card on

-

He was looking about, trying to fig

| wender sheiher | losked thaee  They are sirangling me'”

Kennedy Shows Elaine the Little

amining the order and finding it ap-
parently all right.
" Dan followed him in, taking the lad-
der and bucket upstairs, where Aunt
Josephine was still reading.
“The man to clean the
ma'am,” apologized Jennings.
“Oh, vary well,” she nodded, taking
up her book, to go. Then, recalling

windows,

the frequent injunctions of Kenunedy,
she poused long enough 1o speak
quietly to Jennings,

“Stay here and watch him" she

whispered as she went out.

Jennings podded, while Dan opened
a window and set to work.

Hlaine now decided to go home.

Prom his cloged car, the Clutching
Hand gazed intently at the Dodge
house. He conld see Dan on the lad-
der, now wakhing the library window,
his back toward him.

Pan turned slowly and made the
sign of the hand. Turning to his
chauffeur, the master criminal spoke
a few hurried words in a low tone and
the driver hurried off.

A few minutes Iater the driver
might have been seen entering a near-
by drug store and going into the tele-
phone booth,  Without a moment’s
hesitation he ealled upon the Dodge
house, and Marie, Elaine's mald, an-
swered.

“Is Jennings there?”
“Tell him a friend wants to speak
to him."

“Walt a minute,” she answered. “T'l)
get him.™

Marle went toward the library, leav-
ing the telephone off the hook. Dan
was washing the windows, half in-
gide, half outside the house, while Jen-
nings wag tryving to be very busy, al

watching Dan closely.”

“A friend of yours wants to speak|
fo you over the telephone, Jennoings,™
gald Marie. as she came into ‘he
Hbrary

The butler responded slowly, with a
covert glance at Dan,

No gooper had they gone, however,
than Dan elimbed all the way into tha
room, ran to the door and looked afte
them.
Across and down the street, the
Clutching Hand wane gazing at the
house. He had seen Dan disappear
and suspected that the time had come,

Sure enough, there was the sign o
the hand. He hastily got out of th
ear and hurried up the street. Al
this time the chauffeur was keeping
Jennings busy over the telephone with
some trumpedup story,

As the master eriminal came in by
the ladder through the open window,
Dan was on guard. Hstening down th
nallway. A slgnal from Dan, and
Clutching ffand alld bhack of the por-
tieres. Jenuings was returning. :

“I've finished these windows™ an-
nounced Dan as the butler reappeared.
"Now, I'll elean the hall windows™

Jetinings followed ke a shadow.

No sooner had they gone than
Olutehing Hand steslthily came from
\wm the portieres.

he asked, |

though It wag apparent that he was/

ﬂ
Then he ran to the ulndow.d

Instrument That Saved Her Life.

heard the window cleaner and Jen-
nings, but thought nothing of it at
the time,

Once, however, Cralg paused, and [
gsaw him Ustening more intently than
usual.

“They've "gone out,” he mutterad,
“but surely there {8 gomge one In the
Dodge library.”

“1 listened, too. The thing was so
sensitive that even a whisper could
be magnlfied, and | certaluly dld hear
something.

Kennedy frowned,
seratehing nolse?
nings?

What was that
Could It be Jen-
Perhapa it was Rusty.

sonund as though someone had moved

I about,

“No—that's not Jennings,” cried
(ralg. "He went out.”

He looked at me a moment. The

same stenlthy nolse was repeated.
I “I's the Clutching Hand!” he ex-
| claimed excitedly,

A moment later Dan hurried into

the Dodge library.
! “For heaven's sake, Chlef, hurry!"

he whispered hoarsely. “The Falsers
jmust have fallen down. The girl her
| self {8 coming!"
Dan himself had no time to waste,
|He retreated Into the hallway Just as
\Jennings was opening the door for
Elaine

y packages to Jennings.

Dan watched every motiun,

| “Put them away, Jennings”
sald softly.

she

| stairs. Elalne moved toward the 1)
brary. Dan took a qulet step or two
behind her, In the same direction,

In the lbrary Clutehing Hand was
now frantically searching for the
spring. He heard Elalne coming and
dodged behind the curtains agaln just
ns she entered,

With a hasty look about, she saw
no one, Then she went quickly to the
panel, found the spring and pressed
|il. S0 many queer things had hap-
pened to her since she went out that
ghe had begun to worry over the safe.
ty of the papers.

The panel opened. They were there,
all right, She opened the box and
took them out, hesitating to break the
geal before Kennedy arrived.

Stealthy and tigerlike, the Clutch-
ing Hand crept up behind her. As he
did go, Dan gazed in through the por-
tieres from the hall.

With a spring, Clutching Hand
leaped at Elaine, snatching at the pa-
pers, Elaine c¢lung to them tenncious-
Ily. in spite of the surprise, and they
struggled for them, Clutching Hand
! holdine one hand over her month to
prevent her screaming. Instantly Dan
was there, ~iding his chiel

“Choke her' Strangle her!
let her scresm'™ he grourd out

They tought viclously. Woiuld she
succead? It was two desperate. up
scrupulous men against one frall ghe.

Suddenly, from e wan o srbus

S e ——

Don't

Just then we could distinguish a

Jennings had obeyed and gone np- |

|

t deep ud roiew

Marie took her wraps and left hr-r.!
while Elaine handed her numerous |

pushing me aside.
as if It bad been buman!

In the corner as i By & minadis, sams

Melp' Melp  Marder'  Polles’

o efaet wan tarrifie

Uhtehing Hand and Dan, hardened
in erime as (hey worn foll bank
ureteome for the mothenl &l
the startling oot

They lonked abowt Not & soul

Then 5 thelr utier constarnstion
from the helmest again came the deep.
vihrant warning.

Help' Murder' Polles!

Konnady and | had been listening
over the voeaphaote, for the moment
nonplused st the fellow's daring

Then we heard from the uncanny
inet rument “For Heaven's sake,
(hief hurey. The Palsers have fallen
down.  The mirl herself Is roming!”

What It meant we did not know But
Cralg was clmost beside himself, as
he aordered me 1o got the polles by tel
ephone If thers was any way to bloek
them Omnly instant action would eount,
however. What to do?

We could hear the mastor erim-
inal plainly fumbling now

Yes, that's the Clutehing hand,” he
repeated

“Walt” | cautioned, "someons else
Is coming'™

iy n sort of Instinet he seemed to
recognize the sounds,

"Elaine'" he exclalmed, paling,

Instantly followed, In less than 1
enn tell it, the sounds of & suppressed
shufhie

“He has selzed her—gagged her,”
I erled In an agony of suspense,

We could now hear evervthing that
was going on In the lbrary. Cralg
was wildly execited. As for me, | was
speechiess, Here was the vocaphone
wa had Installed. It had warned us
But what could we do?

I looked blankly at Kennedy.
was equal to the emergency,

He calmly turned the gwiteh.

Then, ot the top of his lungs he
shouted: “Help! Help! Paollce! They
are strangling me!"”

I looked at him in amazement. What
did he think he could do—blocks
away?

“It works hoth ways,” ne muttered.
"Help! Murder! Pollca'™

Wea could hear the astonished curs-
Ing of the two men. Also, down the
hall, now, we could hear footsteps ap-
proaching in answer to his call for
help—Aunt Jomephine, Jennings, Marie
and others, all shouting out that there
were crieg in the llbrary.

“The deuce! What is It?" muttered
a gruff volce,

“The man In armor!” hissed Cluteh-
fng Hand,

“Here they come, too, Chlef!”

There was a parting scuflle.

“There—take that!”

‘A loud metallle ringing came from
the voeaphone.

Then sllence!

What had happened?

In the library, recovering from thelr
erock of surprise, Dan cried out to
the Clutching Hand. “The deuce!
What 18 ft?

Then looking about, Clutching
Hand qulekly took in the situation

“The man in armor!" he pointed
out.

PDan was almost dead with fright
at the welrd thipg.

“Here they come, too, Chler,” he
gasped, a8, down the hall he could
hear the family shouting out that
someone was in the library.

With a partlng thrust, Clutching
Hand sent Elaine reeling.

She held on to only a corner of the
papera.  He had the greater part of
them. They were torn and destroyed,
ANy Way.

Finully, with all the venomousness
of which he was capable, Clutching
Hand rushed at the armor suit, drew
back his gloved fist, and let it shoot
out squarely in a viclous solar plexus
blow.

“There—take that!” he roared.

The sult rattled furfously. Out of
it spilled the vocaphone, with a bang
on the floor,

An Instant later those In the hall
rughed in. But the Clutching Hand
and Dan were gone out of the win-
dow, the criminal carrving the greater
part of the precious papers,

Some ran to Elalne, others to the
window. The ladder had been kicked
away, and the criminals were gone.
Leaping into the waiting ear, they had
been whisked away.

“Hello! Hello! Hello!" called a
volen, apparently from nowhere,

“What I8 that?™ cried Elaine,

She had risen by this time, and was
gazing about, wondering at the strange
voice. Suddenly her eye fell on the
armor scattered all over the floor
She spled the little oak box.

“Rlalne!"

Apparently the volce came from
that. Resides it had a famillar ring
to her ears.

“Yes—Cralg!" she cried,

“That is my vocaphone—the Mttle
box that hears and talks."” came back
to her. “Are you all right?

“Yes—all right—thanks to the voea-
phone.”

She had understood If an instant
She seized the helmet and breastplate
to which the vocaphone still was at.
tached and was holding them close to
herself.

Kennedy had been calling and lis
tening Intently over the machine, won-
dering whether it had been put out of
business in some way.

“It worke—yet!" he cried excitedly
to me

“Flaine!”

"“Yez, Cralg.” came back over the
falthful little Instrument.

“Are you all right?"

“Yes—all right”

“Thank heaven!™ breathed Cralg,

He

Literally he kissed that vocaphons
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Practice lmited 1y the
thisegurs of

Eve, Ear, Nose & Throm
Ces Hours: 91 12 i Tl

Office: First State Bank Bidg,
FHUNE 250

e ————————

e e e ——

Harness & Saddles
Repaired

I hnvs cpened n harness and saddle
Whe oot BEE Ncrth Market 84,
il will appr clate
your work,

C. A, WILLIAMS

Calumbun, Mim,

W. HUNTER EUBANKS

DENTIST
Phose 10 First State Bank Bldg.

LN

PATRONIZE
THE

M. & O.

Barber Shop

717 6th Street, South,

Firat elass tonsorial Artist.
Children's hair cutting a spee-
ialty. Shower Bathe, Satisfac-
tion Guaranteed, Try Me,

Union Barber.

MONEY TO LEND

Apply to
William Ba'd'vin

Attorney

ARCADE SHOE HOSPITAL

Quick Shoe Repalring, while you walt,

Shoes Called for and Delivered
Phone 782 G. A Ritter, Prop

HAVE YOUR CLOTHES
Cleaned and Pressed

AT
Law’s Pressing Club
TELEPHONE 753

CarpetCleaning

LET US ¢lean your Carpets,
Art Squares and Rugs. Re-
moves all dust, soot and greasy
spots, leaves them soft like
new, adds lustre to faded car-
pets. Work GUARANTEED,

PRICES REASONABLE

Gail U's Up. PHONE 635

Trumn T I T T

WOMEN
Love This Magazine |

M¢CALL'S Is the Fashion Guide nnd House-
heeping Helper of mors women than any other
magatine in the world, All the latesr stylen
every month; also delightful stories thas enter-
win, and special deparuments in copking, bome
dressmaking, fancy work, ok, that hghwa
housework and save moncy. Price, only $0¢
# year, with one celebrated McCall Diress Pat
tern FREE.

SEND A POSTAL CARD NOW FOR

L A PHFE Rasiple Cogr of MoUALL'Y MAGAZINK or
LB A FRER Cegy of MoUALL S e 44 page FREMIUN
L CATALUGUR | e

Yo MACALLTS 10l @0 Frise (e (e Bvery CHURCH

E Addross Dopr. N

5 THE McCALL €0, 236 o 246 W. 376 S0, New York M. V.
| r— P

t LIST of PREMIUMS’ |
E

i
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